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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MT 

SUBJECT: MALTA: ABELA PHONE CALL TO VEST 

REF: LONDON 9386 

1 . VEST TALKED ON PHONE TO FONSEC ABELA FROM PARIS 
JUNE 15. ABELA SAID HE WAS CALLING TO EMPHASIZE 
SERIOUSNESS OF MINTOFF SITUATION. LETTER FROM PRESI- 
DENT GAVE GREEN LIGHT AND RAISED MALTESE HOPES THAT US 
WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO MALTESE PROJECTS. NOW US TAKING 
POSITION IT NOT WILLING TO GIVE GOVERNMENTAL SUPPORT. 

THIS WOULD PUSH MALTESE GOVERNMENT TO HAVE TO CONSIDER 
LOAN FROM FRIENDS "FROM THE OTHER SIDE WHO WISH TO OPEN 
EMBASSY AND OBTAIN SPECIAL COOPERATION." 

2. VEST REPLIED THAT US POSITION HAD BEEN CLEARLY 
PRESENTED THROUGH AMBASSADOR LAINGEN THAT WE WISHED 
TO BE HELPFUL TO EXTENT OF ENCOURAGING PRIVATE IN- 
VESTMENT AND THAT HE WOULD DISCUSS MATTER IN MORE 
DETAIL WITH AMBASSADOR LAINGEN IN LONDON ON JUNE 16. 
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